SCOTTISH  POLICY

fore agree you shortly together to make jointly such special suit
and in certain and plain terms unto us, as we with reason and
honour may accept, whereupon we shall for our part do as
becometh us, and use our proniece and you in such sort as you
shall have no cause to repent. But think not that we will waste
time in communication of words, ne upon trust of fair language,
pretermit the opportunity offered of God to unite these two
realms in one govern [ment], if not by conformity as we most
desire, otherwise as it shall please God to aid and assist us; and
therefore, referring the opening of this matter to such of our
prisoners and other of your country as now repaireth thither, we
shall conclude this our letter with these few words: that as you
use yourself towards us jointly or apart, and declare in your
deeds that you mean earnestly the wealth and preservation of
our proniece, and of the good government of that realm, so shall
we use you for your wealths, commodities, and particular
advancements; and ye doing the contrary, we shall prosecute
you and use you as your deserts in this case shall justly require.
For albeit our proniece cannot, as you write, neither offend God
nor man, yet under a feigned pretence of her, and not searching
that may be to her certain preservation, ye may offend both God
and man, which you shall do wisely to avoid and eschew, and do
so as you may obtain rest, peace, tranquillity and favour. And
therefore what ye will do herein by one whole consent or the
consent of such as will agree in reason, signify unto us or to our
lieutenant the Duke of Suff(olk), who now repaireth to the
Borders, with speed your resolution, in special, absolute, and
certain terms, to the intent upon knowledge thereof we may con-
descend upon your suits to such an abstinence as shall be requisite
for the further conclusion and perfection of the same.

To all such as take upon them the government of Scotland,
and to all others either of the nobility or of the Council there.

Orders were sent to Lord Lisle1 on the Border to be in readi-
ness to support any active measures that might have to be taken.

1 John Dudley, afterwards Duke of Northumberland.